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uropeans have known sincethe
hqrday of dependenry theory
inthe lg-l0s thd tll€y are to

blane for eveqthing that \Ee*t \'r'rong
and coiltinues to gD wrong inthe
\4'orld. So we shouid be pleased that
Mahmood Mamdani ('tseware human
rights furdarnentalismr', March 20)
informs usthat the massmurder, ralr
and pillage in Darilr irt the Sudar
was. after all, the fauit o{the'?ood old
Bdts" for racialising :he population of
rhe sudanwith alittle tdtof environ-
mental degradalion in the l990s, C"oId

War pOlitics aud lard rcformthro$n
in for good measure. For x&o else but
the Brits could have thought out such
a devious liltle seheme? Never mind
thewidespread Arab supremacism of
the governirg elites in post-eolonial
Sudarqwhich played nosmail part in
the civil war against the south, i€ad-
ingto the kiling of aboirttlgo million
Sudanesetrom 198510 2005 in an
anempt tc impose sharia on $rdan's
many norr,Muslims. Never rnind t}te
fact thatAlarde WaaI and JulieFlint
{jo)te in Delrtrr : A Sturrt Hisn ry o! a

LoryWar (ze,0'')that the emergenee
of Arab supremarist ldeologties was a
primary factor in the wax in flarf,rr.
As lvor Chipkin notes in a piercing
comment onMahmood Mamdani in
Da &\EhAfti&fts-&usr,P(2oo?, in his
wod! Afriean agency "dissokes before
tle termt'' of colonial power. Seen

through thelenses of post-colonial
Ma::xisIn" no post-colonials eler seem
t0 have possessed the whelewithal
to undo and unthhrkt'hat colonial-
ism had conditionedthem to think
and do, "Evenourimaginatiors must
remaiR foreYer colodsed", as a post-

colonialist par exc€llencre, Partha
Chatterjee, stated lnTlte Nuist und
Its Fragnwn*(20o3). One could be
fu rgiven for thinking ihis makes for
extremely reductionistic and deter-
ministic political anthropology.

Like Mamdani, 1 alrr no expe$ on
Darfur, but itstrikes one that tfre
nomadic tr ibes of the D*r&rr region
were not necessarily complete stran-
gers to environmental degradalion
bcforethe mass murderert unleashd
theirweapons in 2oo3, orfortiut mat-
ter, in 1987, $hen the fi$t civil r&"r in
Darfurstarted. After a$we aretalkjng
a.briutoneofthe most add, harsh and
hhospitable human environrnents
on ea$h here. Re aderc ofrhe Mail &
(hratdian irrtet esred in more serious
research onthemnfllc{ in Darfur
than that$.hichMamdani has to offer

may \+art t0 consult Alex de Waal's
edited voiume I,I4n'in Darrt1t' (z0an
or MW DaVs.Da'4r?rt's S0rft)ro (2oo?).

In De WaaiS volume they mlqfit ,"lant

to refer to De Waal's intxoduction
in lvhich it is stated that 'ho serious
schotarv*io has doneield research
in Surlan subscritrestot}te simple
hypothesis that drought aRd environ-
mental degradatiol dhectly cause

confliet", plus a foohote informing the
readers that "apologists for the Sudan
govefl rment' har€ oft en pmpagaed
Ihe notion of environmental degada-
tion as a prima ry factor for the vio-
lence in Darfur. Blamingth€ weather
for Darfur wili in other words, not
do. The devil is in the d€fails lo which
Mandari condnues to pay such scant
att€fltion BJ dissoh'ing the categories
cf moral responsibilig human agency
and deeplytrouliling plitical leader-
ship in aseries of articleson Darfur
and Zimbabwe, Malhdiri daes agreal
disselyice toAfricans, as well as to aca-
dernic scholarshiB.

Y Ye shonld oerhaps consider'

l{ rturttng. PR consulmnry:
I l,ir.r. ui* after all, pienty
of post-mlonial dictatorg around in
Afi{ca and else*tere niho muld do
with abetterimagg and it w0u1d
appear that post colonialMalxists do
this kind of&iryverywell. It ls olso
ridth i{ome interest one notes that
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Marndani nol1. pulportsto defend
the South African Truth and Recon'
cilliation Commission, a model for
politicaljustice which he fiercely
criticised. lvhlle a professor at the
University of Cape Tovm in the
199Os. But maybe consistency isn't i
forte ofhis after all.

In aweek inwhicht}te SouthAfticar
goverlmrent has efkctivelybared the
Dalai lamafromtlrc a:untly, itmigtrl
politely be $Wg€sted that Afriea could
do with alitttre more, not less, respec!
forhumardshts.

Dr Si.wl?e krngstadis associate
profes*or at Asb Uniz:srsi.W College
Osln,Nuwag
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wek the M&6 rxeivs at lsn1O
: lcfitf:ibulions:lgits gipiiiiith:pag$,.

Articles havethe bst chance o{
pubHcation ifthey are between 750

and S0Owords mything longer mst
.*ipbiria.rfiEgbrlliia tingr'4<1';4 ::,'.

perfect. Topical issue are tiGlyto grab

our attention, and we will not conslder
arti(leithat rspmd to reports inotlFr
newpap*s, ProvocaUve and pmuasive

:.*igum,enllfins:ovetgi- lVc.+titire;
, sryig'nird:wii ahg.gji{tlSplr $ief pdleiqiir

TtE opinion pag:eJ are planned and laid

..o,uto$.S4{!idey.be.-fgl.e ,' ::

though exceptions <an be made.
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