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Palestine in Darfur
urconxrionhumaniryi$

divisible at ils core.
Whmwesummonthat

essence that defines our
commonality as human beingt
we Grlnot imlnse a particular
logic in Gaza ald enforce a
diferentlogic in Galilee. Every
batde for human dignity, liberty,
justice and equity in ever,v part of
thewortd is linked to that tvasic

core of our common hnnanity.
This is one thing thates<apes the

Arab world, particularly its
leadership, since thesecond half
ofthe20thcentury

The world has come to
witness a long-drawn batde for
justice and human digdty, rxrt to
talk of peace co-existence, in
Palestine since the start of the
seond half of the 1940s, which
subsists till now There is no
denying the factthat, atthe core

of one of the world\ nost
famous and longest running
territorial baftles, is the idea of
human dignityand the values of
sdf-determination *tat iswot'en
into that - irl polfticalterms. Blood

hasbeen shed andbloodisbeing
shed as I qpe thig in that region

of the rancrld in what, for manY,

has beorne a ftuidess search by
eitter side to defurc our common
humixrityinexdusionarytenns.

It is expected tn the civiliz€d

worl4 and this is only a givar,
that any pcple who are engaged

in abattbftrfreqlornand digrtilf
r.l.ould see howtheir just struggle

is lfurked to everl'such batde for
justice and dignity in every other
place in the world. But Palestine

seemstobe drehistorieqeption;
particulnrlyfor tlte leadership of
the Arabwodd. The Arab world
has been defined by a certain
mentality that rlot only
singularizes what ought to be a

universal claim, but also
circurnsoibestlrapplicationand

benefits of the logic that
underwrites srchr.miersal chirn
Anyone who loves freedom
would be expected to love itfor
himself or herself as well as for
others.

tn Palestine the Arab world
invites the rest of humanity to
wimess what it sees as historic
injustice perpetratal by ttre State

of Israel Despiteall intemational
efforts, violence and blood
continue to define the
relationship between the svrlcrn

enemies ina r€ion ofthewodd
whose regional name Miesthe
ida of shifting grounds. No one
comestothemiddleinttPMiddb
East

The leadership ofthe Arab
world continues to ranind the

restofh.rmanitlapartiorlarlyblad<
Africans, that we are not as

humanasthq'thinktheyare,and
that we are not welcome to tlre
benefits and dignities of the
common humanity that theY
pretend to summon over
Palestine. Forget, for uow, the
darkhistory ofArab engagement

with A-fr ica in centrries pa^st and

the attendant shvery and slave

trade. While the West has

attempted in practice and
rhetoric to made amends for
thesehvinhistoric evils, the fuab
world has crried on as if it never
didanythingwronganddnesnot
owe the black world any other
thinC - dher*ran to force it, willY-

nilly into the fold of its rdigious
order. The clumb senselessness

ofracial bigotq'and hate that the
Arab wodd has exhibitsl towards
Africa ought to deny it anY

raluest that ttre humanity of its

own racial category be
prodaime4 let alone respected

bytherest ofrnankind
Yet, collectively, humanity

carurot, and skruld not, descend

to the less emrobling logic of irs
pars. Asth Ambworld pr*entls
that tlre criminals it proclaims m
brothers in Khartoum are

irnmune from theresponsibihties

of our collective humanifl', we
might as well ask ic leadership
what it requests for the long-
sufering people ofPalestine. A
different morality from the rest
of dre fiee world?

The Arab Ieaders have even
sone hewonr.l thpir shntneless

Omar al-Bashir - who sorneday

inthenearfunuer.rnuldbelixced
to spend the rest of his lifeHdnd
iron birs for his crirnes agair:st

humanity. Let us assumethatthe
Arab leaders had a right to
requestevidencefortheatrocities
against black Africans in Darfr
and ihe rest ofSouthem Sudiln
or.er the decades. Let us a-c$rme

thattheyhad no civilized capacity

fcr independent assessment of
the gross violence imlxxed on
the defenceless people ofDarf,r
on the basis oftheir skin colow
by the oiniinals nr Khafiodm.
After an indictment was
preparecl against al-Bashir by the
Intemational Criminal (arurt
(ICC), you will erpect civilized

mernbers of the hternational
communityto be reminded thrt
they could not stand outside a

conlnrn moralityard common
humanityand then still hopeto
claim the benefits of that
commonality in moral and
humantenns,

By embracing the indicted
nn-ssmurelererof Khartoum, al-

Bashir, at theii last meeting' the
leaders ofthe Arab wodd have

forfeited their moral right to
derrnnd justiceforPalestine.The

Palestinian Question remains,

but it can no longer invite an
answerfom thosewho aid and
abet genrxide. The Arab teagug
to quote jack Schwartz,
toncerned about rights in
Palestine could have brought
their enthusiasm closer to home
by addressing the fate of black
Chrirrians (andlhrfrrians) being

slaughtered and enslaved in the

Sudanl'But no they tre e(empt
from gf obal troralityonce it does

not inYohe Arabs and Muslinrs,
As Schwartz concluded "The

Arab reprsentatives and their
followers were not intere$ed io
the persecuted millions
throughout the world..." Rrr
thenl rfiate'r'er is good for the
fuab go<xe is not gmd for the
BlackAfricangander.

Wth the genocidal al-Bashir

in attendance at their recent
summit in Qatar, the Arab
League annr:unced that, 

*We

stress our solidarity with Sudan

and our rejection ofthe ICC
(Interrntional Criminal Court)
decisionl' They have chosen
mlidaritywith genrxide and evil
andforfeited lheircredibilityover
Palestine because whether in


