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William Hague MP 
Secretary of State 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 
King Charles Street, London, SW1A 2AH 

February 21, 2011 
Dear Secretary of State, 
 
We have much appreciated your ongoing support for the Sudanese people in both northern and southern 
Sudan. While much attention has been given to the needs of southern Sudan in the lead up to the January 
referendum, we write to you today to highlight the difficulties facing the people of northern Sudan, 
particularly the increased repression of basic human rights. We are witnessing on-going restrictions on 
freedoms of expression and assembly, as well as an increase in the detention and abuse, including torture, of 
activists, journalists and those deemed opponents of the ruling National Congress Party (NCP). Ongoing 
political repression is likely to levy a high cost in respect to the exercise of basic human rights and long-term 
stability. 
 
With the southern independence referendum now over, both northern and southern Sudan will have to 
finalise critical post-referendum arrangements and constitutional renegotiation by July 2011, when the 
Interim National Constitution and the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) both expire. Northern 
Sudan will also have to undertake popular consultations in Blue Nile and South Kordofan, and resume peace 
talks on Darfur, where the security environment deteriorated significantly during the referendum process. 
 
At this critical juncture, targeted international pressure on Sudan from key international actors, such as the 
UK, is vital in ensuring a political environment in which these necessary processes and smooth democratic 
transition (as envisioned under the CPA) can take place.  The government’s continued use of National 
Intelligence and Security Services (NISS) and Sudanese criminal law to target students, journalists, human 
rights activists and opposition party members, and its continuing restrictions on the right to freedom of 
expression and assembly undermine these important processes and objectives. Further details and case 
studies pertaining to these trends can be found in the attached annex.    
 
We urge you to press northern Sudan for the following concrete measures to address the trends of increased 
political repression: 

- Carry out additional long-overdue legal and institutional reforms in northern Sudan, as committed 
to in the CPA, particularly reform of the NISS.  These reforms would bring northern Sudan in line with 
its international obligations and help to ensure a more inclusive transition process. 

- Repeal the state of emergency law, which applies in Darfur, and end the restrictions on the right to 
freedom of expression and assembly throughout the northern states. 

- Immediately release detainees in national security detention facilities, or charge them in 
accordance with fair trial standards and the Interim National Constitution, and assure that detainees 
in national security detention facilities will not be subject to torture or any other form of ill-
treatment. 

http://www.freedomhouse.org/donate


 
We hope you will engage strongly with northern Sudan on the concerns addressed above, both in the 
interests of Sudan’s people, and for the long-term stability of the new Sudan. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
ACAT France; African Centre for Justice and Peace Studies; Arab Coalition for Darfur; East Africa School of 
Human Rights; Freedom House; Genocide Intervention Network / Save Darfur Coalition; Gesellschaft für 
bedrohte Völker; Global Witness; Human Rights First; Human Rights Watch; International Refugee Rights 
Initiative; Open Society Institute for East Africa; Sudan Democracy First Group; and Waging Peace. 

 
For correspondence with the signatories of this letter please contact Crisis Action at: 

48 Gray’s Inn Road, London WC1X 8LT | marianna.brungs@crisisaction.org 
 
Annex: 

 
i. Continued use of NISS, and abuse of Sudanese criminal law, to target activists and opponents – The NISS 
is well-known for arresting opponents of the ruling NCP, political activists, human rights activists, journalists 
and others and detaining them, often for long periods. Reform of the NISS, as required under the CPA, is long 
overdue. We urge you to press northern Sudan to enact these reforms and bring its laws and institutions in 
line with its international obligations.  These reforms are essential to pave the way for an inclusive transition 
over the coming months. 

 
Since late January, NISS officials have arrested dozens of opposition political party members in Khartoum, 
Omdurman and other northern towns. Some of these opposition party members, including Hassan al-Turabi, 
remain in detention. Between October 30 and November 1, NISS officials arrested a group of Darfuri activists, 
including radio journalists and a prominent lawyer with the Darfur Bar Association. Six of these activists 
remain in national security detention. 
 
In another example, NISS arrested and detained two female civil society leaders in South Darfur in connection 
with their writings on Darfur. Authorities detained the women for more than six weeks before releasing them 
on bail. Recent cases suggest that national security officials are also using violence to target women activists. 
On February 15, a female activist who had participated in demonstrations was kidnapped from her home and 
subjected to sexual violence including rape by NISS agents.  
 
 Authorities also use Sudanese criminal law and procedure to impose restrictions on the activities of civil 
society advocates and journalists. In a recent case from December 2010, Dr. Mudawi Ibrahim Adam, a 
prominent civil society activist, was sentenced to one year’s imprisonment for financial mismanagement. The 
sentence was imposed by the same judge who had earlier acquitted him on an identical charge, despite the 
fact that no new evidence was introduced. Although an appeal court released the activist from detention in 
January 2011, his conviction for an offence of dishonesty was upheld, which severely restricts his ability to 
play a role in public life in Sudan. 
 
ii. State of emergency law and restrictions on freedoms of expression and assembly – The northern 
Sudanese government should repeal state of emergency laws and end restrictions on freedom and 
expression.   In Darfur, where state of emergency laws still apply, state authorities may arrest and detain 
people without charge or other due process protections indefinitely. In North Darfur, security authorities 
have detained a group of IDP leaders and activists for a year and a half without charges, on orders of the 
governor. 
 
Restrictions on speech and assembly violate northern Sudan’s own constitution, as well as its international 
commitments. We urge you to press the Sudanese government to end these restrictions, allow journalists to 
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report freely on matters of vital public interest, and show tolerance for political opponents’ views.  During 
the Khartoum and Omdurman protests on January 30, the government targeted journalists for arrest, 
preventing them from reporting on the protests and confiscating their equipment. It also stopped 
distribution of four newspapers, preventing their coverage of the protests. On February 2, security agents 
arrested a group of seventeen, including nine employees of al-Meidan, the Communist Party newspaper; four 
remain in detention where they are at risk of ill-treatment and torture.  
 
Authorities have also prevented peaceful gatherings of opposition party members in Khartoum and 
Omdurman as well as other towns in Blue Nile, Sennar, and Gedarif. In late January, riot police used batons 
and teargas to disperse a peaceful Umma party gathering in Omdurman, inflicting injuries on six people 
requiring medical treatment.  
 
iii. Continuing detention and ill-treatment of protestors – The northern Sudanese government should 
immediately release detainees or charge them with a legitimate offence, in accordance with fair trial 
standards. The government used excessive force to suppress peaceful public demonstrations in Khartoum, 
Omdurman, and other towns on January 30 - 31, and February 3. Government security forces used batons 
and teargas to disperse crowds, and arrested and detained more than 100 civilians, including students, 
journalists and members of opposition parties in public places and from their homes. One student was 
reportedly killed during the demonstrations in Omdurman.  
 
As of today, it is estimated that more than 40 demonstrators remain in custody of the NISS. There are 
credible reports that security officials are mistreating detainees and using torture to extract information from 
them. For example, detainees were forced to open their e-mail and Facebook accounts. Detainees who were 
released reported that they were subjected to electric shock, sleep deprivation and forced to strip almost 
naked leaving only their underwear. One detainee was badly beaten. A southern detainee was held 
separately from the group and tortured severely.  Some are being held incommunicado separately from the 
others and appear in poor physical condition. 

 
End. 
 


